
3rd Grade Unit: 3 

Grade Level: 3rd Grade  
Unit Name: Life Cycle 
Pacing (2 weeks) 

Priority Standards:  
 
3.LS1.B.1 Develop a model to compare and 

contrast observations on the life cycle of 

different plants and animals. [Clarification 

Statement: Changes organisms go through 

during their life form a pattern.] (DOK 3 

Develop a scientific model for a complex 

situation)  

 

 

 

 

Learning Targets: 
 
➢ I can develop a model of the life cycle of a 
plant.  
 
➢ I can develop a model of the cycle of an 
animal.  
 
➢ I can explore the life cycle of a plant with all 
its needs met, compared to a plant without its 
needs met. (Example, withholding water, 
sunlight, etc.) 
 
➢ I can plan tests with controlled 

variables.  

 

➢ I can carry out the test on the prototype. 

 

➢  I can identify failure points.  

 

➢  I can plan and carry out a fair test. 

Supporting Standards:  
 

3.LS3.A.1 Construct scientific arguments to 

support claims that some characteristics of 

organisms are inherited from parents and some 

are influenced by the environment. 

[Clarification Statement: Examples of the 

environment affecting a trait could include 

normally tall plants grown with insufficient 

water are stunted; and, a pet dog that is given 

too much food and little exercise may become 

overweight.] 

 

 

3.LS3.D.1 Make a claim about the merit of a 

solution to a problem caused when the 

environment changes and the types of plants 

and animals that live there may change. 

[Clarification Statement: Examples of 

environmental changes could include changes 

in land characteristics, water distribution, 

temperature, food, and other organisms.] 

 

3.ETS1.C.1 Plan and carry out fair tests in 

which variables are controlled and failure 

points are considered to identify aspects of a 

model or prototype that can be improved.  

 

 

Big Ideas: Essential Unit Questions: Vocabulary: 



 
All life cycles follow the same pattern.  

 

Living things inherit many characteristics from 

their parents.  

 

Traits vary in a group of similar organisms.  

The environment can influence the 

characteristics of living things.  

 
 

 
How do the traits of living things vary? 

 

 
Organism 

Reproduce 

Diverse 

Trait 

Inherit 

Variation  

Influence  

 

 


